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To access these
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For access to records controlled by the Department of Communities and its
predecessors, please contact the Department of Communities Freedom of
Information Unit:

Postal Address: Freedom of Information, Department of Communities, Locked Bag
5000, Fremantle WA 6959

Phone: (08) 6414 3344

Email:  foi@communities.wa.gov.au

Website :https://www.wa.gov.au/government/document-collections/department-of-
communities-freedom-of-information-foi

Records Location These records are part of Records of the Department of Child Protection and
Family Support, and predecessors (1894 - current)

Details
Former Child Migrants Blue Index Cards record details of each child who arrived in Western Australia after World
War 2 as an unaccompanied child migrant. The children were placed under the guardianship of the Child Welfare
Department in WA. The series of Blue Index Cards were printed by the Department to record information about
each child migrant who was in their ‘care’. These cards were used by the Department for Child Protection and
Family Support to create its Former Child Migrant’s Referral Index.

Access Conditions
Access to these records is restricted and confidentiality is protected by Child Protection and Family Support. If
you believe the Department may hold records about you, or about a family member, you are encouraged to
apply. Access is governed by the Freedom of Information Act 1992 and CPFS has a form on their website which
you must use to apply for records.

Records
These cards were meant to be updated with important information in each child’s life until they left the
guardianship of the Department when they turned 18 or 21, or were married or adopted. Sadly, many of these
key events were not recorded and some cards hold very little information. In any case, the cards were only
designed to make brief notes as an addition to the information on the larger client file (or case file as they were
known).

The cards relate to former child migrants who came from Britain and Malta to:
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Bindoon (St Joseph’s Farm and Trade School)
Castledare Junior Orphanage (St Vincent’s Boys’ Home)
Clontarf (St Joseph’s Clontarf Boys’ Town)
Fairbridge Farm School, Pinjarra
Mofflyn, Victoria Park
Nazareth House, Bluff Point, Geraldton
St Joseph’s Orphanage, Subiaco
St Vincent’s Foundling Home, Subiaco
Swanleigh, Middle Swan
Tardun (St Mary’s Agricultural) Farm School

If children were moved from one Children’s Home to another, those different ‘placements’ were meant to be
recorded so that the Department always knew where each child was living. The Department received that
information from the Home and it wasn’t unusual for there to be a delay in notifying the Department about these
movements. Then there could be a further delay in updating the card. Likewise, medical and employment
information often lagged behind the events or were not recorded at all.

However, the cards were designed to record the following information and may have some notes about the key
events:

Child’s name
Other names that the child was known by
Date of birth
Name of ship
Date of arrival in WA
Placements
Parents’ names (if known)
Medical details
Employment details

More info

Organisations in these records
Related Organisations

Clontarf (8 September 1901 - 1983)
St Joseph's Girls' Orphanage (1901 - 1971)
Fairbridge Farm School, Pinjarra (1913 - 1981)
St Vincent's Foundling Home (1914 - 1971)
Methodist Children's Home (1922 - 1959)
The Former Child Migrants Blue Index Cards (1947 - 1968) contain information about the eight unaccompanied
British child migrants who were sent to the Methodist Children's Home in the 1950s.
Child Welfare Department, State of Western Australia (22 December 1927 - 15 June 1972)
Tardun Farm School (1928 - 2008)
Castledare (1934 - 1983)
Bindoon (1936 - 1966)
Nazareth House, Geraldton (1941 - 1979?)
Mofflyn (1959 - 1984)
Eight British child migrants were sent to the Methodist Children's Home (Mofflyn's earlier name) by the United
Kingdom National Children's Homes in the 1950s
Swanleigh (1960 - 2010)

Related Archival Series
Former Child Migrants Referral Index (1913 - 1968)
The Former Child Migrants Blue Index Cards were used to create the Former Child Migrants Referral Index
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Date: 1947 - 1968

Resources
Searching for your family history, Department of Communities website, 2021

You can view this page online by visiting https://findconnect.efront.digital/entity/former-child-migrants-blue-index-
cards/
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