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Details
The Visitors’ Book – Boys’ Reformatory, Magill, is a single leather bound volume with the title embossed on the
front cover. It was used by the Magill Boys Reformatory to record visits from 1933 to 1968 by government
committees, members of the Children’s Welfare and Public Relief Board, community leaders, and local, interstate
and overseas dignitaries and officials.

Access Conditions
A Research Centre Members card, obtainable at the Archives, is required to research records held at State
Records.

Although some very early records relating to children in care in South Australia are open for access, most records
relating to children are subject to a 100 year restriction, particularly those which contain personal information
about individuals. Written permission must be obtained from the government agency which created the record in
order to access restricted material. To obtain permission a Freedom of Information (FOI) request form must be
submitted to the relevant government department. State Records staff will be able to assist you with this.

Records
The volume provided for the Date, Visitor’s Name, and Remarks. Visitors signed their names against the date
and named the organisation that they were representing, or their profession, in the Remarks column. Many
comments were also recorded in the Remarks column about visitors’ impressions of the reformatory and its work.

One of the final entries in the volume was a page dedicated to the opening on the site of the reformatory of the
McNally Training Centre, Magill, on 22/11/1967 by the Premier of South Australia, the Honourable Don Dunstan,
QC LLB MP. The signatures include Frank Walsh, Minister for Social Welfare, and Frederick John McNally, after
whom the centre was named.

Arranged chronologically.
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Gallery

Visitors' Book - Boys' Reformatory, Magill

Description: Photograph of the front cover of the Visitors' Book - Boys' Reformatory,
Magill, held by State Records of South Australia.
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