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Please contact the State Records Research Centre:

Postal Address: GPO Box 464, Adelaide SA 5001

Phone: 08 7322 7077

Website:  https://www.archives.sa.gov.au/contact-us
Reference Number Quote this number to access your records: State Records of South Australia Series

ID, GRS/4060
Records Location These records are held by State Records of South Australia (1919 - current)

Details
This series of Case Cards comprises a record of cases dealt with by the Women Police Branch. The date range
of the cards runs from 1940 to 1974.

Access Conditions
A Research Centre Members card, obtainable at the Archives, is required to research records held at State
Records.

Although some very early records relating to children in care in South Australia are open for access, most records
relating to children are subject to a 100 year restriction, particularly those which contain personal information
about individuals. Written permission must be obtained from the government agency which created the record in
order to access restricted material. To obtain permission a Freedom of Information (FOI) request form must be
submitted to the relevant government department. State Records staff will be able to assist you with this.

Records
Women Police during the period dealt primarily with the moral and social welfare of women and children, with
criminal offences being handled by the regular police force. The cases documented in these cards include:
domestic issues, persons placed in or missing from institutions, including the elderly, missing children and family
members, advising people re: conduct in public, charges of drunkenness and larceny, and enquiries made for
other government departments.

Cards are arranged alphabetically by name of woman or child, with contacts listed chronologically on each card.
The date range of the cards is circa 1940 to 1974, although the bulk of them date from circa 1962 to 1974. It may
be that ‘inactive’ cards were removed from this set while in use.

https://www.archives.sa.gov.au/contact-us
https://findconnect.efront.digital/entity/state-records-of-south-australia/


Information includes personal details of woman or child, e.g.. Age, address, and occupation, together with details
of incident, observations by police officer, circumstances of case and other general information. In some cases, a
photograph is also attached to the card.

This series ended in 1974 when women were integrated into the same chain of command as male police officers,
and the welfare aspect of the job was undertaken by officers of the Department for Community Welfare.

Arranged alphabetically by surname. These records are closed for 75 years after the last date on card.

More info

Organisations in these records
Related Organisations

State Children's Council (1886 - 1927)
Children's Welfare and Public Relief Board (1927 - 1966)

Records

Related Contact Details
State Records of South Australia - Contact Details

You can view this page online by visiting https://findconnect.efront.digital/entity/case-cards-alphabetical-by-
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