
Records of the Social Welfare
Department and predecessors
1849 – c. 1987
To access these
records:

Please contact the State Records Research Centre:

Postal Address: GPO Box 464, Adelaide SA 5001

Phone: 08 7322 7077

Website:  https://www.archives.sa.gov.au/contact-us
Reference Number Quote this number to access your records: State Records of South Australia

Agency ID, GRG29
Records Location These records are held by State Records of South Australia (1919 - current)

Details
This collection includes records of the Social Welfare Department and its predecessor Departments. It also
includes some records from later Departments including the Department of Social Welfare and Aboriginal Affairs,
and the Department for Community Welfare.

Access Conditions
A Research Centre Members card, obtainable at the Archives, is required to research records held at State
Records.

Although some very early records relating to children in care in South Australia are open for access, most records
relating to children are subject to a 100 year restriction, particularly those which contain personal information
about individuals. Written permission must be obtained from the government agency which created the record in
order to access restricted material. To obtain permission a Freedom of Information (FOI) request form must be
submitted to the relevant government department. State Records staff will be able to assist you with this.

More info

Organisations in these records
Related Organisations

Destitute Asylum (1851 - c. 1917)
Magill Industrial School (1869 - 1898)
Boys' Reformatory Hulk, Fitzjames (1880 - 1891)
Girls Reformatory, Magill (1881 - 1891)
Boys Reformatory, Magill (1891 - 1967)
Girls' Reformatory, Edwardstown (1891 - 1898)
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Redruth Girls' Reformatory (1897 - 1922)
St John the Baptist Home for Boys (1898 - 1941)
Central Depot (1900 - 1965)
Seaforth Convalescent Home (1921 - 1946)
Barton Vale Girls' Home (1922 - 1947)
Morialta Protestant Children's Home (1924 - 1972)
Children's Welfare and Public Relief Board (1927 - 1966)
Catholic Girls' Home Parkside (1930 - 1943)
St John's Boys Town (1941 - 1954)
Convent of the Good Shepherd "The Pines" (1942 - 1974)
The Salvation Army Boys' Home, Mount Barker (1945 - 1982)
The Salvation Army Girls' Home, Fullarton (1945 - 1969?)
Kumanka Boys' Hostel (1946 - 1980)
Seaforth Home (1946 - 1975)
Struan Farm School, Naracoorte (1947 - 1969)
Vaughan House (1947 - 1979)
Allambi Girls' Hostel (1947 - 1977)
Glandore Industrial School (1949 - 1958)
The Boarding section of the Salesian School (1954 - 1984)
Lochiel Park Boys' Training Centre (1958 - 1995)
Glandore Children's Home (1958 - 1966)
Campbell House Farm School, Meningie (1959 - 1963)
Merrilama Cottage, Glenelg (1960 - 1979)
Bedford Park Boys' Training Centre (1961 - 1965)
Port Pirie Cottage (1962 - 1972)
Stirling Cottage, St Peters (1962 - 1979)
Clark Cottage, Clarence Park (1963 - 1979)
Spence Cottage, Kensington Gardens (1963 - 1980)
Davenport House (1964 - 1977)
Stuart House Boys' Hostel (1964 - 1990)
Brookway Park (1965 - 1978)
Windana Remand Home (1965 - 1975)
Colton Cottage, Thorngate (1965 - 1982)
Glandore Boys' Home (1966 - 1973)
McNally Training Centre (1967 - 1979)
Woorabinda Hostel (and Campsite) (1968 - 1993)
Hay Cottage, Lockleys (1968 - 1979)
Fullarton Cottage, Myrtle Bank (1970 - 1979)
Largs Bay Cottage Home (1970 - current)
Luprina Hostel (1971 - current)
Nindee Hostel (1971 - current)
Family Home, Mount Gambier (1972 - current)
Glandore Family Home (1972 - 1975)
Malvern Cottage (1972 - 1980)
Pybus Family Home, Port Augusta (1972 - 1980)
Dartmouth Family Home, Port Augusta (1973 - current)
Klemzig Family Home (1973 - 1980)
Port Lincoln Family Home (1973 - 1980)
Reception Cottage, Glandore/Somerton Park (1973 - 1979)
Slade Cottage, Glandore/Somerton Park (1973 - 1988)
Unit Living, Marion (1974 - 1990)
Kandarik Cottage, Somerton Park (1975 - 1988)
Morada Cottage, Somerton Park (1975 - 1979)
Tintoo Cottage, Somerton Park (1975 - 1979)
Kadina Family Home (1977 - current)
Monarto Family Home (1977 - current)
Renmark Family Home (1978 - current)
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South Australian Youth Remand and Assessment Centre (1979 - 1993)
South Australian Youth Training Centre (1979 - 1993)

Includes
Alphabetical lists of children, Social Welfare Department and Predecessors (1869 - 1969)
Correspondence 'DBO' files - Destitute Board Office, Destitute Asylum (1876 - 1927)
Register of Admissions - Boys' Reformatory Magill (1877 - 1943)
Mandates committing children to the custody of the Department, Social Welfare Department and Predecessors
(1880 - 1930)
Register of infants born in the Destitute Asylum (1880 - 1932)
Minutes - State Children's Council, later the Children's Welfare and Public Relief Board (1886 - 1965)
Annual Reports of the State Children's Council and the Children's Welfare and Public Relief Department (1887
- 1960)
Minutes - Gentlemen's Committee, State Children's Council (1903 - 1911)
Register of Admissions - Industrial School, Edwardstown (1903 - 1908)
Agreements and correspondence with doctors for the medical treatment of State Children and wards of the
Children's Welfare and Public Relief Department (1904 - 1952)
Punishment Book, Boys Reformatory, Magill (1911 - 1934)
Minutes - Ladies' Committee, State Children's Council (1911 - 1916)
Adoption files, Children's Welfare and Public Relief Department and successor agencies (1915 - 2004)
Files relating to children under departmental supervision, Social Welfare Department and Predecessors (1920 -
1950s)
Daily returns of children in the Industrial Schools, Edwardstown Industrial School (1921 - 1939)
Photographs - Morialta Protestant Children's Home (1924 - 1957)
Morialta Children's Home Miscellaneous Records, Social Welfare Department (1924? - 1974?)
Annual Reports - Morialta Protestant Children's Home (1925 - 1976)
Correspondence files ('CW & PRD' and 'SW' files) -Children's Welfare and Public Relief Department and
successors (1927 - c. 1979)
Mortality record book of children in the care of the Department, Social Welfare Department and Predecessors
(1927 - 1974)
Returns of children in the care of the Department, Social Welfare Department and Predecessors (1927 - 1928)
Register of New Committals (1931 - 1968)
Conduct record, Boys Reformatory, Magill (1933 - 1945)
Case histories of children in the care of the Department, Social Welfare Department and Predecessors (1938 -
1962)
Rough register of children available for adoption, Social Welfare Department and Predecessors (1938 - 1941)
Minutes of the Board of Governors - Morialta Protestant Children's Homes (1942 - 1969)
Children's files - Morialta Protestant Children's Home (1943 - 1973)
Photographs of Departmental institutions, Social Welfare Department and Predecessors (1945 - 1970)
Annual general meetings minutes and related correspondence - Morialta Protestant Children's Home (1946 -
1950)
The Open Door [Motion Picture], Morialta Protestant Children's Home (1949 - 1950)
Files relating to children under departmental supervision, Social Welfare Department and Predecessors (1950 -
1978)
Case files relating to Aboriginal families and individuals, Social Welfare Department and Predecessors (1950 -
1971)
Case files relating to deceased Aborigines, Social Welfare Department and Predecessors (1950 - 1971)
Daily statistics of children in Departmental institutions, Children's Welfare and Public Relief Department (1952 -
1963)
Lists of state wards, Social Welfare Department and Predecessors (1960)
Miscellaneous files including children's releases - Morialta Protestant Children's Home (1960 - 1970)
Client files, Social Welfare Department and its successors (1966 - 2001)

You can view this page online by visiting https://findconnect.efront.digital/entity/records-of-the-social-welfare-
department-and-predecessors/
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