
Girls’ Friendly Society Lodge
1913 – 1975

Details
The Girls’ Friendly Society Lodge was opened by the Church of England Girls’ Friendly Society at Kermode
Street, North Adelaide in 1913. It provided a home for country girls working or studying in the city. In 1916 the
lodge moved to Pennington Terrace, North Adelaide. During World War II it provided accommodation for female
munitions workers. The Lodge closed in 1975.

The Girls’ Friendly Society began in England in 1875 and in South Australia in 1879. Its object was ‘to unite girls
and women in a fellowship of Prayer, Service and Purity of Life for the Glory of God’. The first Girls’ Friendly
Society Lodge in South Australia opened in rented premises in Kermode Street, North Adelaide in 1913. The
concept of the hostel was to provide safe, home-like accommodation for girls, particularly those from country
areas, who were studying or working in the City.

This first building was very small and could only house a limited number of girls. In 1916 Mrs Robert Barr-Smith
bought a house at 59 Pennington Terrace, North Adelaide, and gave it to the Society. Over the years additions
were made to this building. In 1943 two new dormitories were opened, and a new kitchen and other storerooms
added. During World War II the hostel was home to many female munitions workers. In 1968 the hostel
accommodated up to 34 girls under the age of 21. The Lodge closed in 1975.

Gallery

A Home in North Adelaide

Description: This image is from the Property and Real Estate section of The Mail on
Saturday 8 May 1915. The image shows the building that the Girls Friendly Society
Lodge operated in from 1916 to 1975.

Girls Friendly Society Lodge

Description: This is an image of the former Girls' Friendly Society Lodge building on
Kermode Street, North Adelaide.
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Run by
Girls' Friendly Society (1875 - current)

Related Organisations
Anglican Diocese of Adelaide (1847 - current)

Records
For more information and to access your records, follow the links below:

Records held by other organisations
Miscellaneous Records, Girls' Friendly Society (c. 1970 - c. 1990)
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