
Records and Archives, Children’s
Institutions
c. 1900 – c. 1995
To access these
records:

Please contact the the Coordinator, Records Request, Sisters of Mercy, Brisbane
Congregation:

Postal address: Sisters of Mercy, Brisbane Congregation Office, PO Box 287,
Toowong DC QLD 4066

Email: RecordsRequest@sombris.org.au
Records Location These records are held by Sisters of Mercy, Brisbane Congregation (1861 -

current)

Details
Records and Archives, Children’s Institutions is an archival collection held by the Sisters of Mercy, Brisbane
Congregation. The collection contains records relating to children’s institutions and out-of-home care facilities run
by the Sisters of Mercy, Brisbane Congregation. It includes admission information, files, historical information,
documents, annual reports, memorabilia and photos.

Access Conditions
Requests for personal information need to be made in writing. This information can be gained by anyone who is
able to identify themselves as having a right to personal information. A computer print-out is available of all
information recorded from the books of original entry. Physical access to the records is not available due to their
fragility and the need to protect the privacy of others.

Temporary closure of Congregation Archive
In March 2022, the Sisters of Mercy Brisbane Congregation advised that the Congregation Archive is closed to
external requests and the records are not likely to be accessible until the end of 2022. The Archive is in the
process of being “reassessed and catalogued with preservation plans and processes to be put in place to secure
the long-term survival of the collection”.

Records
This archival collection contains records relating to Fatima Home for Children, Holy Cross Home, Holy Cross
Retreat, and the Industrial School for Girls, Wooloowin. It also includes records from St Vincent’s Orphanage in
Nudgee.

The following records exist for Fatima Home for Children, Toowoomba:

Admission Register 1974 to present day
Files (Note: these are sometimes Family files and information would not be readily available to any particular
member of that family), 1974 to present day
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Medical cards 1974 to 1995

The following records exist for the Holy Cross Retreat, Wooloowin:

Admission Registers 1895 – 1960 (children); 1929 -1974 (girls/women), (not
necessarily totally available)
Admission cards 1964 -1968
Files 1969 – 1974 approx; 1974 -1984 approx (State admissions who were pregnant)

More info

Organisations in these records
Related Organisations

Holy Cross Retreat (13 October 1889 - 1978)
Industrial School for Girls, Wooloowin (1904 - c. 1966)
Holy Cross Home (1965 - 1973)
Fatima Home for Children (1974 - 1995)

Includes
St Vincent's Orphanage Records (1872 - 1983)

Records

Related Contact Details
Sisters of Mercy, Brisbane Congregation - Contact Details

You can view this page online by visiting https://findconnect.efront.digital/entity/records-and-archives-childrens-
institutions/
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