
Cooyar Mission
1942 – 1944
Other Names: Hammond Island Institution - Cooyar

Details
The Cooyar Mission, in Cooyar, was established by the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart in conjunction with the
Daughters of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart. The facility housed Torres Strait Islanders evacuated from the
Hammond Island Mission Orphanage and St Henry’s Roman Catholic Asylum due to the outbreak of World War
Two. It opened in 1942 and closed in 1944.

Due to the military take-over of the Torres Strait Islands during World War Two, all the residents of the Hammond
Island Mission Orphanage and St Henry’s Roman Catholic Asylum were evacuated in January 1942. They were
relocated to Cooyar, a small town north of Toowoomba.

Of the approximately 100 people moved to Cooyar, about 50 were children aged between 8 and 15 years. They
were accommodated in an old, vacant and de-licensed hotel. It became known as the ‘Cooyar Mission’, however
correspondence about the Hammond Island Orphanage during the war years referred to it as the ‘Hammond
Island Institution – Cooyar’.

The number of occupants began to decrease and the Mission at Cooyar closed in November 1944.

More info

Related Entries
Run by

Daughters of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart (1885 - current)
Missionaries of the Sacred Heart (1885 - current)

Related Organisations
St Henry's Roman Catholic Asylum (June 1889 - 1950?)
Hammond Island Mission Orphanage (1929 - 1952?)
Due to the military take-over of the Torres Strait Islands during World War Two, all the residents of the
Hammond Island Mission Orphanage were evacuated to Cooyar in January 1942.

Records
For more information and to access your records, follow the links below:

Records held by other organisations

https://findconnect.efront.digital/entity/daughters-of-our-lady-of-the-sacred-heart-3/
https://findconnect.efront.digital/entity/missionaries-of-the-sacred-heart-3/
https://findconnect.efront.digital/entity/st-henrys-roman-catholic-asylum/
https://findconnect.efront.digital/entity/hammond-island-mission-orphanage/


Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs Records (1880s - current)
Correspondence - Alphanumeric Prefix - Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs (1909 - 1992)
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