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To access these
records:

Please contact the Care Leavers Records and Archives:

Phone: 0490 425 304

Email: careleaversarchive@anglicare.org.au

Website: https://www.anglicare.org.au/resources/policies-and-information/care-
leavers-records/

Records Location These records are held by Anglicare (1997 - current)

Details
The Anglicare Children’s Homes, Foster Care and Out-of-Home Care Records collection includes records from
the Church of England Homes and Sydney Anglican Home Mission Society, as well as some records relating to
group homes and foster care. The collection also includes records from some Homes not operated by Anglicare,
Church of England Homes or Sydney Anglican Home Mission Society. The collection dates from 1920s to 2010s.

Access Conditions
Access to information contained in these records is restricted to ex-clients, or to a member of an ex-client’s family
providing they have the written permission of that person. Support can be provided to people as they access their
records. People applying to get access to information must provide proof of identity.

Records
The records for each individual generally contain:

Admission and discharge information, including: child’s name; admission dates; parents’ names, occupations,
income and residential addresses; siblings’ names; child’s health; religion; immunisation details; name and
address of individual who admitted child; discharge dates
Maintenance records and letters regarding financial contributions from parents
Occasionally, school reports, baptism certificates and other original items relating to the person in care
File notes can vary significantly between Homes but generally discuss key events at the Homes including
hospital admissions and holiday arrangements.

In addition the general Anglicare collection includes:

Newsletters and annual reports
Several volumes of old registers from various Homes
Photographs ranging in time from 1920’s to 1980’s, featuring buildings, some staff and some residents (see
below for more information).
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The Anglican (or Church of England) Diocese of Sydney developed and supported a number of committees that
ran children’s homes and programmes in the Sydney metropolitan area from the late nineteenth century until the
2010s.

The main committees running children’s homes with the support of the Anglican Diocese were Church of England
Homes and the Sydney Anglican Home Mission Society. The Sydney Anglican Home Mission Society changed
its name to Anglicare in 1997.

When Homes and services operated by these committees and organisations closed, the records were sent to
Anglicare Child Youth and Family Services (formerly Care Force). Anglicare Child Youth and Family Services
became Anglicare Out-of-Home Care Services in 2008.

In addition, there are some records and photographs in the Anglicare collection that relate to Homes that Church
of England Homes and Sydney Anglican Home Mission Society did not operate. These Homes include the New
South Wales Protestant Federation Children’s Home at Dulwich Hill, and Cooinoo Children’s Home at Enfield.
Anglicare did not operate NSW Protestant Federation Children’s Home or Cooinoo Children’s Home, but when
the Homes closed in the 1970s the remaining children were transferred to Church of England Homes at
Carlingford; some records were also transferred to Church of England Homes, and are now held at Anglicare.

In 2013 Anglicare Out-of-Home Care Services received a Commonwealth Government grant to create an
alphabetical index in a database of all children in residential care between the 1930s and 1980s.

Photographs
In 2017 and 2019, Anglicare received Records Access Documentation Grants to improve access to
approximately 1800 unsorted photographs within its collection. These photographs were of buildings, children
and staff.

Anglicare has now created digital copies of these photographs and sorted them according to location and date,
as accurately as possible given the limited information available. Some children in these photographs have been
identified by name. Most of these photographs relate to the Church of England Homes at Carlingford, Charlton
Boys’ Homes and various Group Homes.

Photographic materials from 1920 to the 1970s were generally created for publicity and fundraising purposes.
They include photographs and slides of buildings, special events, holidays, individual children, groups of children
and everyday operations of the Homes.

Photographic materials from the 1980s were generally created for internal use of the Homes, and for the life story
work of each child. Some of the materials were created for publicity. They include photographs and slides of
buildings, special events, individual children, groups of children, outings, holidays and everyday operations of the
Homes.

More info

Organisations in these records
Related Organisations

Home Mission Society of the Anglican Diocese of Sydney (1857 - 1997)
Church of England Girls' Home, Carlingford (1913 - 1970s)
Church of England Boys' Home (1917 - 1976)
Havilah Little Children's Home (1918 - c. 1980)
New South Wales Protestant Federation Children's Home (1921 - 1980)
Cooinoo Home for Destitute Children (1924 - 1970?)
Quipolli Children's Home (c. 1930 - c. 1935)
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Charlton Memorial Home (1942 - 1966)
Arleston Young Men's Hostel (1943 - 1960s)
Lawson Rural Centre (1944 - 1950?)
Avona Hostel (1947 - c. 1962)
Charlton Youth Services (1950s - c. 2012)
Trigg Home (1950s - c. 1996)
Carramar Homes (c. 1950 - 2014)
Lisgar Hostel (1953 - 1986)
Charlton Boys' Home, Castle Hill (1960 - 1970)
Charlton Boys' Home, Bowral (1960 - 1970)
Charlton Boys' Home, Ashfield (1966 - 1970s)
Orana Group Home (1970 - 1977)
Tress Manning Temporary Care (c. 1970 - c. 1990)
Field Cottage (c. 1970 - c. 1990)
Robinson House (1970s - c. 1991)
Crecy Group Home (c. 1971 - c. 1990)
Kingsdene Special School and Residential Service (1976 - 2010)
Buckland Group Home (1978 - 1990s)
Marella Aboriginal Temporary Care (1979 - 1990s)
Cornwell Group Home (1980s - 1990s)
Kingsleigh Group Home (1980 - 2002)
Timaru Refuge (1980 - 1994)
Care Force (1984 - 1997)
Lisgar Home (1986 - 2002)
Paul Street Adolescent Program (2002 - c. 2017)
Anglicare Out-of-Home Care Services (2008 - current)
After a young person is discharged from Anglicare Out-of-Home Care Services, his or her files are transferred
into the Anglicare Children's Home,Foster Care and Out-of-Home Care Records for permanent retention.

You can view this page online by visiting https://findconnect.efront.digital/entity/anglicare-childrens-homes-foster-
care-and-out-of-home-care-records/
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