
Forster Lodge
1951 – 1991?
Other Names: Try Boys' Hostel

Details
Forster Lodge was established by the Try Society in South Yarra in July 1951. It was the Society’s first hostel for
‘homeless boys who wished to learn a trade.’ In 1963 this hostel was demolished to be replaced with a new
purpose built structure to accommodate eight boys between the ages of 14 to 16 years. The Try Boys’ Hostel, as
it became known, was nearby, in Cromwell Road, South Yarra. The hostel closed in the early 1990s.

Forster Lodge accommodated mainly Wards of the State. The hostel closed in the early 1990s as a result of
financial pressures caused by a required change in staffing arrangements. The building was sold to reduce the
Try Boys Society overdraft.

More info

Related Entries
Run by

The Try Society (c. 1883 - current)

Resources
Lawson, Dean, Support for 'Forgotten Australians', Weekly Advertiser (Horsham), 23 December 2015

Records
For more information and to access your records, follow the links below:

Records held by other organisations
William Forster Try Boys' Society Records (1887 - 1986)
Correspondence files, single number series with 'B' [Child Endowment] prefix (1904 - 1974)
Item B560 of the Child Endowment correspondence files relates to Forster Lodge
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