
Harrison House Youth Services
1985 – 1994
Other Names: Harrison Youth Services

Details
Harrison House Youth Services was the new name for the services that were previously known as Harrison
House Youth Hostel. In around 1985 the hostel in Hawthorn closed, and Harrison House Youth Services were
established, in Harrison Street, Mitcham. At this time a new model of accommodation was introduced, with
volunteer home parents.

Harrison House Youth Services grew out of the Harrison House Youth Hostel in Hawthorn. In the early 1980s,
Harrison House had been expanding its services to accommodate young people of both sexes, and also
developing additional accommodation and community support services in the eastern suburbs of Melbourne.

Harrison House Youth Services helped a community group to establish ‘Courtney Youth Services’ in 1985.
Courtney Youth Services set up Hotham Hostel, a specialist youth hostel for girls in North Melbourne. Courtney
Youth Services was auspiced by Harrison House Youth Services until it became autonomous in around 1988.

By 1986, Harrison House Youth Services had programs at 7 houses and also included girls at risk of
homelessness. It also ran a program called ‘Harrison Industries’, repairing motorcycles and selling playground
equipment, funded by the William Buckland Foundation.

In 1989, the organisation became known as Harrison Youth Services. That year, it established Greenock House,
a service for people with an intellectual disability leaving prison.

By 1991, Harrison Youth Services operated 11 houses and in 1992 moved its administrative headquarters to the
Wantirna South Uniting Church, 111 Mountain Highway, Wantirna.

In 1993, it merged with the Waverley Youth Housing Group.

Harrison Youth Services opened an opportunity shop at Blackburn in 1989 and another one in Vermont in 1993.

In 1994 the name changed again to Harrison Community Services reflecting a broadening of services delivered
by the agency, to include families as well as young people.

More info

Chronology
Harrison House (1960 - 1985)

Harrison House Youth Services (1985 – 1994)
Harrison Community Services (1994 - 2008)



Related Entries
Ran

Family Group Homes run by Harrison Youth and Community (1980s - 2000s)

Run by
Uniting Church in Australia (1977 - current)

Resources
UnitingCare Victoria and Tasmania, Uniting Church in Australia: agencies in Victoria delivering substitute care
services, April 2008

Records
For more information and to access your records, follow the links below:

Records held by other organisations
Records of UnitingCare Harrison (c. 1960 - 2017)
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