
Anglicare Victoria Records
1886 – 
To access these records: Please contact the Heritage Services and Redress Manager, Anglicare Victoria:

Postal Address: PO Box 45, Abbotsford VIC 3067

Phone: (03) 9412 6133

Email: redress@anglicarevic.org.au

Website: https://www.anglicarevic.org.au/our-services/former-clients/
Records Location These records are held by Anglicare Victoria (1997 - current)

Details
Anglicare Victoria Records is a collection of records dating from 1886. It contains records of people who spent
time as children or young people in homes, institutions or other out-of-home care setting provided by Anglicare
Victoria or any of its predecessor agencies. The types of records include client files, admission and discharge
registers, index cards and annual reports.

Access Conditions
Former residents (and their families) can contact Anglicare Victoria to gain access to records.

Signed consent and photo ID is required for individuals to have access to records. Anglicare Victoria recognises
that definitions of what constitutes a ‘family’ vary and can extend beyond biological connections, particularly in
Indigenous and culturally and linguistically diverse communities. Individuals wishing to obtain the file of a
deceased member of your family to whom are not biologically related, should contact Anglicare Victoria’s
Heritage Services Manager for information and guidance.

Former residents are given the original copies of letters addressed to them, school reports and certificates,
wages receipts and other receipts of purchases. Anglicare Victoria will keep a copy for their record. The
organisation is legally required to keep client files forever. Some former residents have added information to their
client file as a way of completing the picture.

Records
Anglicare Victoria Records is a large collection of records that relates to adoption, children and young people in
‘care’, and work performed by the various institutions and facilities run by Anglicare Victoria, and its predecessor
agencies. The collection was created in 1997 when records of the various orphanages, homes and other
residences run by the three missions, The Mission to the Streets and Lanes, The Mission of St James and St
John, and St John’s Homes for Boys and Girls, were transferred to Anglicare Victoria.

The collection includes a range of records including client files, admission and discharge registers, index cards,
adoption records and annual reports. The earliest records in the collection are annual reports of the founding
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agencies.

Records vary in quality depending on the period they originate from and the standards and expectations imposed
at the time. Generally, a file from the 1950s has little detail about day to day care arrangements for a child placed
in a large children’s home, whereas a 1990s file will include daily case notes about a child in residential care as
well as education and medical records.

Due to poor record keeping practices in the past, some client information has been lost or damaged. For
example, records were destroyed in a fire in 1973 that burnt the head office of the Mission of St James and St
John to the ground in St Kilda Road, Melbourne.

Anglicare Victoria continues to improve access to the records it holds. In 2012, Anglicare Victoria catalogued
22,000 client records which are held in safe storage and can be accessed on request. In 2019, Anglicare Victoria
received a Records Access Documentation Grant to survey and catalogue records within this collection.

More info

Organisations in these records
Related Organisations

Southbridge Adolescent Services
Mission to the Streets and Lanes (1886 - 1997)
Mission House (1886 - c. 1997)
House of Mercy (c. 1892 - 1946)
Church of England Homes for Children (1894 - c. 1968)
Mission of St James and St John (1919 - 1997)
Andrew Kerr Memorial Home (c. 1921 - c. 1980)
St Martin's Home for Boys (1921 - c. 1926)
Moira Private Hospital (1924? - 1980?)
St John's Home for Boys (c. 1924 - 1958)
Arms of Jesus Babies' Home (1925 - 1935)
School of Homecrafts Hostel (c. 1925 - 1976)
Kedesh Maternity Home (1926 - 1986)
St Nicholas' Boys' Home (1926 - c. 1955)
St Agnes' Girls' Home (1926 - 1963)
Ramoth (1926 - 1927)
The Horseshoe (1926 - 1927)
St John's Homes for Boys and Girls Board of Management (1926 - 1997)
Fairhaven (1927 - 1953)
Ramoth Toddlers' Home (1927 - c. 1932)
Darling Babies' Home (1927 - 1967)
St Paul's Training School (1928 - 1955)
St Luke's Toddlers' Home (1932 - 1979)
Butler House for Homeless Girls (1934 - 1940s)
St Barnabas' Boys' Home (1934 - 1939)
St Gabriel's Babies' Home (1935 - 1975)
St Martin's House (1944 - 2000?)
St John's by the Sea (1951 - 1958?)
Ellen Connell Holiday Home (1955 - 1973)
St Paul's Home For Boys (1955 - 1979)
St John's Homes for Boys and Girls - Canterbury (1958 - c. 1997)
Blackburn South Cottages (1963 - 1988)
Brady House (1964 - 1978)
The Homes for Children and Family Counselling Service (1968 - c. 1975)
Molloy House (1968 - c. 1983)
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Fernhurst (1968 - 1978?)
George Hall Hostel for School Leavers (1973? - 1976?)
St David's Hostel (c. 1973 - 1997?)
Broadmeadows Family Centre (1974 - 1997?)
Ruthven Hostel (1974 - c. 1983)
Unit 64 (1975 - c. 1984)
St Faith's (1975 - c. 1984)
Beryl Booth Court (1978 - 1991)
Gippsland Family Services (1979 - current)
St Paul's Discovery Centre (1979 - 2004?)
Buckland House (c. 1980 - 1994)
Peninsula Family Services (1980 - current)
Ramsay Mailer Hostel (1983 - 1990?)
Napier House (1990? - 1997?)

Resources
Anglicare Australia Provenance Project, 2014

You can view this page online by visiting https://findconnect.efront.digital/entity/anglicare-victoria-records/
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