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Reference Number Quote this number to access your records: Public Record Office of Victoria Series
Number, VPRS 4523
Records Location These records are held by Department of Families, Fairness and Housing, State

Government of Victoria (2021 - current)

Detalls

‘Closed’ Agency and General Correspondence Files are the files and correspondence of the Charities Board
(1923 to 1948) and its successors the Hospitals and Charities Commission (1948 to 1978) and the Hospitals
Division of the Health Commission.

Access Conditions

These records are open access. (The word ‘closed’ in the records title does not refer to their access conditions,
but means that no more records are being added to this file.)

Records

The Charities Board and the Hospitals and Charities Commission had some responsibilities for oversight of
charitable institutions in Victoria. This series contains records relating to the Charities Board'’s interactions with
particular ‘care’ providers. A large amount of correspondence exists between the charitable institution and the
Inspector of Charities. This series also contains correspondence about significant events that occurred at the
various institutions, such as the outbreak of disease, the death of children, structural and organisational changes
etc.

Many records show that the Inspector’'s work included a wide range of issues to do with the institutions and that
he sometimes became involved in the cases of individual children.

Researchers can expect to find records relating to:
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https://findconnect.efront.digital/entity/department-of-families-fairness-and-housing-state-government-of-victoria/
https://findconnect.efront.digital/entity/department-of-families-fairness-and-housing-state-government-of-victoria/

Requests from institutions to the Charities Board for grants for building and renovations
Plans for proposed renovations

General financial correspondence

Newspaper clippings relating to the institutions

The records in this collection include:

Acrimonious correspondence between the Inspector of Charities and the Committee of the Seaside Garden
Home that documents the amalgamation of the Home into the Mission of St James and St John in 1934.
Includes reference to the ‘mysterious’ death of a young boy at the home which appears to have been the
catalyst for these changes ( Seaside Garden Home — Unit 67, file no. 636, 1933-1935)

Letter and report regarding the outbreak of meningococcal septicaemia and meningitis at St Joseph’s
Foundling Hospital, Broadmeadows, (St Joseph’s Foundling Hospital, Broadmeadows, 24/11/1938 and
21/02/1940 — Unit 142, file no. 1379, 1924-1944)

Extensive correspondence between the Inspector of Charities and various charitable institutions regarding the
amendment to Section 43 of the Hospitals and Charities Act, 1928 (Grants to Orphanages — Unit 99, file no.
977, 1941-19427?)

Children’s diet (menus) — weekly schedule of meals (Ballarat Orphanage, 25/06/1925 and 17/12/1925 — Unit
52, file no. 490, 1923-1934)

Letter detailing the ‘medical inspection’ of boys at the Ballarat Orphanage (Ballarat Orphanage, 1926 — Unit 52,
file no. 490, 1923-1934)

‘Superintendents and Matrons Association of Victoria: Rules governing the Training of Women Workers for
Children’s Institutions’ (Grants to Orphanages, 07/05/1942 — Unit 99, file no. 977, 1941-19427)

Letters from the Inspector of Charities to various institutions regarding cases of individual children (various).

Finding Aids

For a list of units in this series containing records relating to children’s institutions, see the [List of files regarding
Children’s Homes PDF].

More Info

Organisations in these records

Related Organisations

Carlton Refuge (c. 1854 - 1949)

Convent of the Good Shepherd, Abbotsford (1863 - 1974)
St Vincent de Paul Girls' Orphanage (1874 - 1962)

St Vincent de Paul Orphanage for Boys (1874 - 1967)

Home of Hope for Destitute Children (1880 - 19277)
Elizabeth Fry Retreat (1884 - 1957)

Nazareth House, Ballarat (1888 - 1976)

Ministering Children's League, Victoria Branch (1890 - 1998)
House of Mercy (c. 1892 - 1946)

Wesley Central Mission (1893 - 1977)

Burwood Boys' Home (1895 - ¢. 1972)

St Joseph's Foundling Hospital (1901 - 1975)

St Joseph's Receiving Home (1902 - 1985)

Convent of the Good Shepherd, Bendigo (1905 - 1984)
Geelong and Western District Protestant Orphanage (1909 - 1955)
Ballarat Orphanage (1909 - 1968)

Alexandra Babies' Home (c. 1909 - 1974)

Testing duplicating ballarat (1909 - 1968)

St Joseph's Home (c. 1911 - 1980)

St Catherine's Orphanage (1912 - 1960)
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Mission of St James and St John (1919 - 1997)

St Anthony's Children's Home (c. 1921 - 1943)

St Martin's Home for Boys (1921 - c. 1926)
Seaside Garden Home for Boys (19217 - 1934)
Ballarat Town and City Mission Rescue and Children's Home (c. 1921 - 1941)
Girls' Memorial Home (1922 - 1973)

Kilmany Park Farm Home for Boys (1923 - 1978)
Charities Board of Victoria (1923 - 1948)

St John's Home for Boys (c. 1924 - 1958)

Minton Boys Home (1924 - 1943)

St Joseph's Home for Boys (1925 - ¢. 1967)

St Nicholas' Boys' Home (1926 - c. 1955)
Melbourne Orphanage (1926 - 1965)

Preshyterian Babies' Home (1928 - 1977)
Bethany Babies' Home (1928 - 1977)

St Luke's Toddlers' Home (1932 - 1979)

St Gabriel's Babies' Home (1935 - 1975)

St Augustine's Orphanage (1939 - 1966)

The Menzies Home for Boys (1943 - 1961)

St Cuthbert's Home for Boys (1948 - 1977)
Hospitals and Charities Commission (1948 - 1978)
Gordon Homes for Boys (1951 - 1969)

Melbourne Family Care Organisation (1965 - 1987)

Other Resources

i Title: VPRS 4525 List of files re children's homes
T e Type: Image
== Date: 1923 - 1983
Details

Records

Related Contact Details

¢ Public Record Office Victoria (PROV) - Contact Details

You can view this page online by visiting https://findconnect.efront.digital/entity/closed-agency-and-general-
correspondence-files/
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