
Geelong Industrial School
c. 1865 – c. 1880
Other Names: Industrial School for Girls

Details
The Geelong Industrial School was established in around 1865. The School was located on Ryrie Street,
Geelong. In 1869, the school opened a second site in the old Geelong Gaol at Myers Street in order to reduce
overcrowding at the Ryrie street site, however it was deemed unsuitable and closed around 1873. The Geelong
Industrial School housed children including those who, for health reasons, were moved from Melbourne’s
industrial schools.

The first Geelong Industrial School was situated in Ryrie Street.

The atmosphere in Geelong was thought to be healthier than Melbourne’s, meaning that frail children in the city’s
industrial schools were often transferred to Geelong. This led to problems with overcrowding at Ryrie Street in the
late 1860s.

In 1868, plans were afoot for a second industrial school in Geelong. In November 1869, it was established in the
former Gaol in Myers Street. The school operated at both the Ryrie Street and Myers Street sites until around
1873, when the Myers Street site was closed due to the old gaol buildings being deemed unsuitable for children.

In 1872 there were a total of 442 girls at the Geelong Industrial School, 259 at the Ryrie Street site and 183 at the
Myers Street site. In 1879 there were 81 girls at the Industrial School in Geelong, including some who were
transferred from the industrial school at Royal Park in July 1879.

Gallery

Industrial School, Geelong

Description: This is a picture of a watercolour of the Geelong Industrial School.

More info

Related Entries
Run by

Department of Industrial and Reformatory Schools, Colony of Victoria (1864 - 1887)

Related Organisations

https://findconnect.efront.digital/entity/department-of-industrial-and-reformatory-schools/


Immigrants' Aid Society (1853 - c. 1902)
Children were frequently transferred from the Immigrants' Aid Society Industrial School to the Geelong
Industrial School
Royal Park Industrial School (1875 - c. 1887)

Resources
Swain, Shurlee, A refuge at Kildare: the history of the Geelong Female Refuge and Bethany Babies' Home,
1985
Kranjc, Elaine & Jennings, Pam, The Geelong industrial schools, 2008
Care Leavers Australia Network, Geelong and District Orphanages, No date
The Ryrie-Street Industrial School: Deputation to the Chief Secretary, Geelong Advertiser, 12 February 1872

Records
For more information and to access your records, follow the links below:

Records held by other organisations
Victorian Government Wardship and/or Out of Home Care Records (1864 - current)
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