
Illoura Children’s Home
1964 – 1984

Details
The Illoura Children’s Home, in Balwyn, Social Welfare Department was established in 1964. It housed up to 36
children including; boys from 5 to 9 years of age and girls from 5 to 15 years of age, many in sibling groups. From
the 1970s it housed fewer children in residential units. Illoura closed in 1984.

The Social Welfare Department established the Illoura Children’s Home in 1964 to alleviate overcrowding at
Allambie. The property was purchased from the Australian Jewish Welfare and Relief Society – it was formerly
the Frances Barkman Children’s Homes, located in the mansion ‘Larino’ in Balwyn.

The first children were admitted to Illoura in August 1965. The Home provided care for up to 36 children including;
boys from 5 to 9 years of age and girls from 5 to 15 years of age, many in sibling groups.

Illoura had three self-contained units within a large two-storey building. There was a teenage unit, a unit
accommodating young people over 10 years of age, a family care unit for younger children and a few short term
residents.

By 1971 the Home was reorganised into four completely self contained units and by the early 1980s the capacity
of the home was reduced to 24 but averaged only 18 residents at any one time.

As part of the redevelopment of residential care resources, Illoura was closed by the Department in 1984.
Proceeds of the sale went towards providing alternatives to institutional care for children and young people.

More info

Related Entries
Run by

Social Welfare Branch, State Government of Victoria (1960 - 1970)
Date: 1964 - 1970
Social Welfare Department, State Government of Victoria (1970 - 1978)
Date: 1970 - 1978
Department of Community Welfare Services, State Government of Victoria (1978 - 1985)
Date: 1978 - 1984

Related Organisations
Frances Barkman Homes (c. 1939 - c. 1992)
Illoura Children's Home was established on the former site of Frances Barkman House in Balwyn.
Date: 1964 -
Allambie Reception Centre (1961 - 1990)
The Victorian government opened the Illoura Children's Home in 1964, to alleviate overcrowding at Allambie.
Date: 1964 -
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Resources
New Plan For Balwyn Home, The Sun News-Pictorial, 20 August 1965
Move-In Day at Balwyn, The Sun News-Pictorial, 31 August 1965
Illoura Children's Home (1964-1984), Finding Records, No date. Relevance: See the 'List of records held by the
department' section for information about records relating to Illoura Children's Home

Records
For more information and to access your records, follow the links below:

Records held by other organisations
Victorian Government Wardship and/or Out of Home Care Records (1864 - current)
Departmental Children's Homes Files (1955 - 1987)
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