
Sunbury Industrial School
1865 – 1880?
Other Names: Industrial School for Boys

Details
The Sunbury Industrial School was established in 1865. It was located on Jacksons Hill, in Sunbury. By the end
of 1868, the institution housed 651 boys. In around 1880, boys from Sunbury were transferred to the Royal Park
Industrial School in Parkville.

The Sunbury Industrial School was the first institution created by the government in 1865 in response to the
Neglected and Criminal Children’s Act 1864. This Act provided for the establishment of ‘industrial schools’ where
children deemed to be ‘neglected’ were to be placed.

The institution was on the top of Jacksons Hill, and in 1865 water had to be carted by a horse from the Jacksons
Creek. There was insufficient water to clean the wards, bedding and clothes, let alone the children. The water
situation had disastrous effects for the children in the Industrial School. In September 1865, it was reported that
all but 20 of the 233 children at Sunbury had scabies; 100 had eczema and 38 had ophthalmia (an eye infection
that could cause blindness in the nineteenth century).

The first water tanks were built in October 1865. In 1868 that the government signed a contract to install an
‘Engine and Pumps etc’ at the Industrial School. According to a heritage report for Hume City Council about the
archaeological ruins of the water supply for the Industrial School (and later, the asylum), following the installation
of the engine and pumps ‘conditions, health and the death rate improved’.

Overcrowding was a huge problem at Sunbury during the 1860s – by the end of 1868, the institution housed 651
boys, even though it was only equipped for 450.

In around 1880, boys from Sunbury were transferred to the Royal Park Industrial School in Parkville (in
anticipation of the introduction of the boarding-out system, to replace industrial schools).

After the closure of the Sunbury Industrial School, the site was used for institutions for the mentally ill and
intellectually disabled. From 1894 it was known as the Sunbury Lunatic Asylum. From 1968 to 1992 the site
housed the Caloola Training Centre for the Intellectually Disabled.

According to the Victorian Heritage Register’s statement of significance for Caloola (Former Sunbury Mental
Hospital):

The Industrial School consisted of ten basalt buildings (nine extant), designed under the direction of Public
Works Department Inspector General William Wardell and constructed in 1865-66, four workrooms,
kitchen, hospital, basalt farm building, road and stone wall remnants which were used to house and train
neglected children in the 1860s. Boys in the Sunbury Industrial School worked on the farm and in the
tailoring and shoe-making workshops to maintain themselves whilst in the institution and were given some



basic education.

In 2004, as a result of research and advocacy by local residents and family historians, a monument to
commemorate the children who had died at Sunbury Industrial School was unveiled at Sunbury Cemetery.

Gallery

Sunbury Industrial School Children

Description: This is a copy of a photograph of a monument in Sunbury Cemetery,
commemorating the children - buried in unmarked graves - who died at the Sunbury
Industrial School between August 1865 and November 1878.
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