
St Catherine’s Orphanage
1912 – 1960

Details
St Catherine’s Orphanage was the new name given in 1912 to what was formerly Our Lady’s Orphanage. It
accommodated girls aged between 3 and 14. In 1928, the Orphanage relocated from Newtown to Highton. In
1960, it became the St Catherine’s Children’s Home.

Barnard and Twigg suggest that the Sisters of Mercy changed the orphanage’s name from Our Lady to St
Catherine’s to distinguish it from the Sacred Heart Boarding School and the day primary school, which were
located on the same site.

An appeal for a new building was launched in 1926, and in 1928 St Catherine’s Orphanage relocated from
Newtown to Highton.

In November 1955, St Catherine’s Girls’ Orphanage was declared an approved children’s home under the
Children’s Welfare Act 1954.

In 1957, Sister Isidore Ryder took charge at St Catherine’s. A year later, it started to receive boys (usually the
younger brothers of girls already at the Orphanage). Subsequently, St Catherine’s changed its name to St
Catherine’s Children’s Home in 1960.
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More info

Chronology
Our Lady's Orphanage (c. 1862 - 1912)

St Catherine's Orphanage (1912 – 1960)
St Catherine's Children's Home (1960 - 1975)

Related Entries
Run by

Sisters of Mercy, Melbourne Congregation (1857 - 2011)
Date: 1912 - 1960

Related Organisations
McAuley House (1942 - 1965)
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Records
For more information and to access your records, follow the links below:

Records
MacKillop Family Services Records, Victorian institutions (1857 - current)
'Closed' Agency and General Correspondence Files [Charities Board of Victoria] (1923 - 1983)
St Catherine's School - Newtown - Examination Register, Inspector's Reports (1913 - 1971)
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